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ARCHITECT SELECTED FOR EXTERIOR RESTORATION OF 
CMA’S LANDMARK 1916 BUILDING 

CLEVELAND — The Cleveland Museum of Art’s original neo-classical marble building 
and south terrace, now 83 years old, will undergo major exterior restoration under the 
direction of VITETTA, announced acting museum director Kate M. Sellers this week. The 
estimated $12-15 million project is one of the first elements of the CMA Facilities Master 
Plan completed in spring of 1999. The architectural and engineering corporation’s 
distinguished track record of over 200 restoration projects includes major work at the 
National Gallery of Art in Washington, the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts 
(Philadelphia), the Pennsylvania Capitol (Harrisburg), and Philadelphia City Hall. 

Final cost estimates for the CMA 1916 building project are in progress and will be 
released in March. Sellers revealed that $8 million in private funds have been raised already 
to support the work, and that the museum has requested a $3 million capital appropriations 
award from the State of Ohio. 

CMA board president Michael J. Horvitz commented: “The conservation and 
restoration of the 1916 building is a long-deferred capital project that, when completed, will 
come to symbolize the many exciting changes in store for the museum as we move into a 
major program, of expansion and renovation of the balance of the museum complex.” Michael 
Sherwin, immediate past president of the CMA and chairman of the 1916 Building Oversight 
Committee, added: “My colleagues and 1 on the committee are delighted that a team of 
VlTETTA’s Historic Preservation Planning and Design Program is available to take on this 
extensive and crucial project, following the company’s thorough and superb survey work.” 

VITETTA professionals, based in Philadelphia, have worked from September 1999 
until earlier this month on a detailed study of the building’s condition in order to achieve a 
refined cost estimate and plan. Their research has included tests of methods of cleaning the 
Georgian marble and bronze; soil borings; excavating around the building’s foundation; 
removing portions of steps, balustrades and retaining walls; disassembling roof drains; 
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analyzing mortar content; assessing security and lighting; and taking roofing “cuts” to determine roof 
condition. The following recommended work is expected to require three construction cycles in the years 
2000 - 2002 : 

• Complete disassembly and reconstruction of the marble terrace in front of the 1916 building. The 
setting bed beneath the terrace has shifted significantly during the years since its completion. 

• Assessment and repair (pointing) of the marble stonework of the facade. Joints within the 
stonework had not been carefully examined in many years. Some cornices and architectural 
features of the facade are deteriorated and pollution-damaged. 

• Repair, restoration and sealing of the bronze detailing that was an integral aspect of the 
building’s elegant appearance when it first opened, and which has long since blackened from 
exposure. These bronze elements include the oversize doors of the gallery level, nearly 20 feet 
high, as well as windows on the museum’s ground level, lighting fixtures, and gratings. 

• Replacement of the hardscape and most of the plantings around the 1916 building, which did not 
have a formal landscaping plan when it was constructed. The above repairs will require further 
excavations around the foundation and removal of most plant material around the exterior, so the 
project presents a first opportunity for the museum to devise a landscape design (to be planned by 
Sasaki of Boston) that will complement both the building and the Fine Arts Garden adjacent to 
the museum. The garden, a Cleveland municipal park, was created by the renowned landscape 
firm Olmsted Brothers. 

Designed by the Cleveland firm of Hubbell and Benes, the building was the most technologically 
advanced museum building in the United States when it opened in June 1916. It is a Cleveland 
Architectural Landmark set within the Wade Park National Historic District, and is now the centerpiece 
of the CMA’s interconnected complex of four buildings, including additions completed in 1958, 1971, 
and 1984. 

Money raised so far to support the 1916 building project comes from The HRH Family 
Foundations ($4 million) and The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation ($4 million). Said CMA 
president Horvitz of the gift from his family’s HRH Foundations: “The Cleveland Museum of Art is one 
of the most important buildings and institutions in Cleveland, and it is up to this generation to pass it on 
to the next. It’s critical for our state legislators to know the high priority placed on this responsibility by 
citizens of Ohio.” Ellen Stim Mavec, a CMA trustee who serves on the 1916 Building Oversight 
Committee, and president of the Smith foundation, said: “We are delighted to be able to help in this 
renovation, since we looked so carefully at the museum’s 1916 building architecture when planning the 
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Kelvin Smith Library [of Case Western Reserve University] across the street, and so wanted the new 

structure to mirror some of this landmark’s most wonderful qualities.” 

♦ ♦ 

The 1999 Facilities Master Plan is an outgrowth of the strategic planning process completed in 
1996. The search for a design architect for the entire plan of work set forth is to begin later this year. 
Based on needs assessed by the New York architecture and urban design planning firm of Cooper, 
Robertson & Partners, extensive renovations to the overall complex and a modest expansion will also 
include: 

• a 26% increase in overall space from 389,000 to 491,000 square feet, including a 22% increase in 
gallery space and 33% increase in space for presentation of special exhibitions; 

• a new, gracious public entry on East Boulevard opening into a spacious two-story lobby and 
covered atrium; 

• new facilities and services for visitors, including an underground parking garage and additional 
dining areas and restrooms; 

• upgrading of the CMA’s mechanical and technological systems, staff workspaces, auditoriums, 
and loading docks; and 

• an outdoor sculpture garden that will be part of the pedestrian pathway through University Circle. 

* * * 

The CMA is regarded worldwide for the superb quality of its comprehensive collection, which 
includes nearly 40,000 works of art from all times and places, from ancient Egypt to the present. 
Particularly notable are its comprehensive Asian collection of some 4,800 works, its medieval European 
art, and its pre-Columbian holdings. Its 600,000-plus visitors annually comprise local residents, tourists, 
schoolchildren, and scholars from throughout the United States and the world. Hours are 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Tuesdays through Sundays, plus Wednesday and Friday evenings until 9 p.m.; closed July 4, 
Thanksgiving Day, Dec. 25, and Jan. 1. 

Special exhibitions planned for 2000 and 2001 include ancient treasures from the cradle of 
civilization. Impressionist portraits, 20*-century design, and Picasso paintings. For more information, 
call 1-888-CMA-0033 or (216) 421-7350, or visit the museum on the web at www.cLemusart.com . 
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